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Carnegie
promotes
electricity
from sea
CLEAN power group
Carnegie Corporation
says more than a third
of Australia's base-load
power needs could be eco-
nomically generated by
wave technology.

Australia has a pot-
ential near-shore wave
energy resource of about
171,000 megawatts, four
times the country's total
installed power genera-
tion capacity, Carnegie
said yesterday, citing a
report it commissioned
from RPS MetOcean.

"'t'his report turther
supports Carnegie's view
that Australia has the
world's best wave energy
resource - a resource
we hope will be utilised
through technologies such
as CETO for base-load
power generation," man-
aging director Michael
Ottaviano said.

CETO technology uses
submerged units anchored
to the sea floor that move
with the motion of pass-
ing waves, driving pumps
which in turn pressurise

seawater that is delivered
ashore through a pipe-
line.

The high-pressure sea-
water is used to drive

hydroelectric turbines

and generate base-load
electricity.

"Carnegie will use the
RPS study to further in-
form commercial CETO
site selection, which will
be followed by more de-
tailed site-specific mod-
elling to determine the
design and construction
of any commercial wave

energy generation site,"
Dr Ottaviano said.

Carnegie said a "con-
servative" 10 per cent
of Australia's calculated
near-shore wave resource
is estimated to be econom-
ically extractable.

This means that about
35 per cent of Austral-
ia's present power usage
could be met by harness-
ing wave energy.
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