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New electricity
scheme just swell

MORE than a third of
the nation's baseload
power needs could come
from the ocean, accord-
ing to a report com-
missioned by a wave-
power company.

The report's authors,
consultants RPS
MetOcean, found waves
had the potential to gen-
erate four times the
existing national elec-
tricity output.

Carnegie Corporation,
a private company that
wants to build a wave
farm in southern Aust-

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licensed copy

ralia, says about 10 per
cent of this power could
be tapped economically.

Carnegie is studying
potential sites for a wave
farm.

The farms use
undersea buoys that are
tethered to seabed
pumps. The buoys move
with the waves, driving
the pumps, which press-
urise seawater.

The pressurised
seawater is piped ashore
and used to drive hydro-
electric turbines which
generate electricity.
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