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Riding
the wave
of a new
power
By BEN SHARPLES

CLEAN power group
Carnegie Corporation be-
lieves more than a third of
Australia's base-load power
needs could be generated by
wave technology.
Australia has a potential

near-shore wave energy re-
source of about 171,000
megawatts, Carnegie said
yesterday, citing a report
from RPS MetOcean.
About 10 per cent of the

calculated near-shore wave
resource is estimated to be
economically extractable.

This means that about 35
per cent of Australia's cur-
rent power usage could be
met by harnessing wave en-
ergy, the company said.

"This report further sup-
ports Carnegie's view that
Australia has the world's
best wave energy resource
- a resource we hope will
be utilised through techno-
logies such as CETO for
base-load power gener-
ation," managing director
Michael Ottaviano said.
Portland is one site the

company is eyeing off for a
wave energy farm, with the
technology on track to be
commercially-ready next
year.
CETO technology uses sub-

merged units anchored to
the sea floor that move with
the motion of waves, driving
pumps that pressurise
seawater. The seawater is
used to drive hydroelectric
turbines and generate base-
load electricity. AAP
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