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Wave-ener y technology, green business directories and enviro-sen sitive buildings
are some of the ways in which Australians are embracing an eco-consciousness.

br Michael
Dttavlano,
Caraegie
Corporation

Far a natiun very se=;} on the beacr and surfing, It is
-u ; - t I ; i-ii A'i i., : riding on the bow wave of the UIC

f}r. ,V dr-enO IT_: =c"r:.Ypg

'The Iast elate on L3rtn teat you'd expect to be

a reader IF tivaVe rEhnnlrgy toil-d Ce trr2 UK." says Dr
Michael ttaviana. Managng Director of wave-energy
ano dean-,ecfno'0gy de'veiccer, Carneg;e Cispprat10rt.

The Western AuStralian company istleierInened to

propef austrralia to the intemat!onal fort±front of wave

techrloiogy through the ceve!opnent of energy Jc '.er
stations off the Australian coast, ,nrlud!ng a -,MV1 s'te in

Western Australia. Carnegie recently received a $17.
million grant from the Western Australian 5oviarnmertt to

assist the project

The ovntrepieCe or Carnegie's technology Solutiarl is

CE TO, the world's only fully sobmirged wave-technology

system. It consists of submerged buoys terharod 10 sea-

pump units that cel'ver highly pressurised water through
a p!celine co onshore !ry+dro-electric turbines.

Ottav am believes wave technology will soon match of
surpass wind power as tre cheapest form of enewable

energy, anti he says interest is growlnp, .!1

eIivlron!tlentaliy triendly energy sol-.;t:ons in Australia.

Corporate action
Green :t ,ver is catching on as corporations around the

world advocate env!ronmental:y friendly business

in,tiatives that help the planet and make or save a dollar
for investors at the same time.

For example, ice cream g an: per. & ferry's has

Irltro;uced new freezers in its US stores that do not
contribute to depletion of the ozone layer. An,1 `art-f0op

king Meporald's ryas clanged its packaging around the
YvGrld to lin'.it !tS erwrronmen,al mp3Ct

GUverfinents are a!so coming to the ij rtV The

AustraHan Government has been oush:ng its Renewable
Energy Demonstration Program, which de:ivers funding

For new cIe3 n-technology ideas.

In the private sector. a growing number of du5!nNsses
are either embracing sSrainabil-y or promoting oh ers

that do it.
The Green Dlrec'ory is one sudrt reSuurce that al lows

online users to locate genune green-ouslness prodtcts

and servres- General Manager Jennifer Russel! Says that

0verthe past Few years. nire5t In sustainable products
and 40FV1C,- 5 has grown dramatically.

Tile Green Directory ca re fully evaluates participating

businesses by examining the green credentials o!
p;cduct5 and services, ta[irg into DCCOtm: the prnce55e5,

hem raw materials to manufarturnd t-rtd Orodue's, as

well as operational practces.

Friendly btrikdiogs
EnvlrOnmental ly ir!endty oui!dings and housing
developments are alSO Ort the -,se

There are Several celebrated green buildings around

the country. Including the Melbourne Convention

Centre {pioneering Inc use of chilled floor stabs -n

c0n!unctior with d, sin'acement vetrt,latlont:39, +funter

street ;n Syd^-cy (the first heritage - Ii stf d building in

AlistrtIia to achieve a 6 star Greet star rating': antl The

Gauge in aotlrte Street, Melbourne j iricorporaii

features to !ewer carbon emissions).
In Bnshant}'s south, GOnSt:Jctlpn rS abo;rt to 5taTt on

Elerr!erlts T ird Age Living(o spring, aad. a p'e-retirement
development incoroorar!ng s.JS,ainabrle-design features.

The Spnrlgv.+o00 project will feature sole' txa,ver. wa,er

tanks. Fans. cr0ss xentlla!io fea:urts, 'ubre-r.errie:!t

Pricks, oambD, flue=satu an Organsgarde ;. aii
Cameron Cooper is d Brisbane based fr@i84te writer
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